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SUBJECT: FIJI CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE KEEPING FORCE IN LEBANON 

REF: WELLINGTON 2770 

1 . ONE OF THE MORE SENSITIVE ISSUES THAT STRAINED PIJI- 
NEW ZEALAND RELATIONS AND MAY WELL HOLD THE EXPLANATION 
OP THE SITUATION DESCRIBED IN REPTEL WAS PUTS UNILATERAL 
DECISION TO SEND TO LEBANON AS PART OP THE PIJIAN CONTINGENT 
TO UNIPIL THE NEW ZEALAND OPPICER ASSIGNED TO THE PIJIAN ARMED 
POCES AS CHIEP OF STAFF, LT. COL. RAY ANDREWS. THE NEW 
ZEALANDERS CLAIMEDTHAT GOP COULD NOT MAKE SUCH ASSIGNMENT WITH- 
OUT PRIOR CLEARANCE BY WELLINGTON. GOP, HOWEVER, REPRESENTED BY 
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COLONEL PAUL MANUELI, COMMANDER OP THE PHI ARMED PORCES 
CONTENDED THAT SINCE THEY ARE PAYING LT. COL. ANDREW'S SALARY 
AND ALL INCIDENTIAL COSTS THEY HAVE UNQUESTIONABLE RIGHT TO ASSIGN 
HIM ANYWHERE GOP DEEMS HIS SERVICES ARE NEEDED. THE ONLY 
ALTERNATIVE ACCORDING TO THE PIJIANS WOULDBE POR NEW ZEALAND 
TO RECALL LT. COL. ANDREWS. 
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2. COLONEL MANUELI TOLD THE AMBASSADOR (30 MAY) THAT 

HE PERSONALLY HAD TWO CONFRONTATION WITHNZ ON THIS ISSUE, 

ONCE THROUGHA TELEPHONE CALL FROM WELLINGTON AND A SECOND TIME 
WITH NZ HIGH COMMISSIONER IN SUVA. COLONEL MANUELI SAID THAT 
HE REFUSED TO EVEN DISCUSS IDEA OF PRIOR NEW ZEALAND CLEARANCE 
OF COLONEL ANDREWS' ASSIGNMENT AND DREW A DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
HIS CASE AND THAT OF THE OTHER FIVE NEW ZEALAND OFFICERS SERVING 
WITH THE FIJI ARMED FORCES WHO SALARIES AND OTHER INCIDENTAL COSTS 
ARE SHARED EQUALLY BY FIJI AND NEW ZEALAND. HE CONCEDED THAT IN 
THE CASE OF THESE FIVE OFFICERS NEW ZEALAND COULD PROPERLY CLAIM 
THE RIGHT TO CLEAR IN ADVANCE THEIR ASSIGNMENT OUTSIDE FIJI. 

3. LT. COL. ANDREWS WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE AS CHIEF OF 
STAFF OF THE FIJIAN CONTINGENT IN LEBANON. 

4. COLONEL MANUELI ATTRIBUTED NEW ZEALAND'S ATTITUDE TO 
DOMESTIC POLITICS AND GONZ SENSITIVITY TO POTENTIAL CRITICISM 
OR APPEARING TO SEND A NEW ZEALAND OFFICER TO LEBANON WHEN IN 
FACT N.Z. IS NOT PARTICIPATING IN UNIFIL OR FOR ANYTHING UNTOWARD 
THAT MIGHT HAPPEN TO COLONEL ANDREWS WHILE SERVING IN UNIFIL. 


5. REGARDLESS OF EXPLANATION COLONEL MANUELI SEEMED TO HAVE 
ENJOYED HIS SUCCESS IN FACING DOWN NEW ZEALAND. HE REPORTED THE 
STORY WITH EQUAL PRIDE TO AUSTRALIAN DEPUTY HIGH 
COMMISSIONER. 
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